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T is ordered, That the Thanks of this 
Court be given to the Reverend Dr. Bate- 
mam; for his Sermon preached before this 
Court and the Governors of the ſeveral Hoſ- 
pitals of this CIT Y, at the Pariſh-Church 
of St. Bridget, on Wedneſday in Eaſter- Mech 
laſt; and that he be deſired to print the 


ſame, 
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I Joan iv. 7. 


Beloved, let us love one another : for love 
is of God; and whoſoever loveth, is 
born of God. 


S man was originally formed for 
ſociety and mutual love, one of 
hs great corruptions conſiſts in his 
EZ AV being diverted from thoſe amiable 

—diſpoſitions which would prompt 
him to every act of beneficence. For, fin en- 
tring into the world upon the fall of our firſt 
Parents, did ſoon introduce wars and fightings 
which come of your luſts, that war in your mem- 
bers. As Chriſt therefore by coming into. the 
world, deſigned to repair the failings of our 
nature, as well as to afford a ſatisfaction for ori- 
ginal and actual tranſgreſſion, through the fa 
crifice of himſelf, his New Commandment was 
love one another. And as St. John has been 


obſerved to inſiſt on this duty the moſt of any 
A 2 Writers 
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Writer of the New Teſtament, to I think in 
the text before us he recommends the practice 
of it by arguments peculiarly fitting for a Chri- 
ſtian Teacher to uſe; enforcing it by two, one 
of which relates to the ſubduing ſome of our 
moſt inveterate and unruly Luſts or Paſſions, the 
other to the proving to ourſelves and others 
that our profeſſion of the Chriſtian Religion is 
ſincere. Thus much, I ſay, ſeems to be impli- 
ed in the text. For when the Apoſtle lays, Be- 
loved, let us love one another, for love is of God, 
and does (as appears plainly from other parts of 
his epiſtles) oppoſe this love to that enmity 
among mankind which had been introduced by 
the evil ſpirit, and which proves thoſe who are 
influenced by it, to be not of God; It muſt 
follow, that if we act as becomes us we ſhall be 
Ireed from ſome Luſts and Infirmities which are 
deſtructive of ſociety, and are ſome of the un- 
happy effects of Adam's tranſgreſſion. Love be- 
ing God- like, and what we get the victory over, 
from beneath. When the apoſtle proceeds, and 
fays, and every one that loveth is born of God, 
I ſuppoſe him to teach. us, that we may give a 
ſtrong proof of our being ſincere Chriſtians by 
our diffuſive charity, they being truly born of 
God or regenerate, who hold faft a ſound Faith, 
and ſhew that it produces the due effect in 
them, through its working by Loye. 
Agrecably 
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Agrccably then with St. 7ohu's deſign, I ſhall 


endeavour to recommend to you the duty of 
Chriſtian Love and Charity. Firſt, Becauſe by 
the Practice of it you will be freed from many 
vices and infirmities which are troubleſome to 
ourſelves, and deſtructive of the peace of Human 
Society. 

Secondly, Becauſe by complying with the 
Apoſtle's advice, you may give a very ſignifi- 
cant proof to your ſelves and others that you 
are ſincere Chriſtians, 

In the concluſion, I ſhall endeavour to make 
an Application ſuitable to the preſent occaſion. 

Beloved let us love one another, &c. Some 
of the moſt notorious vices and infirmities which 
are troubleſome to ourſelyes, deſtructive of the 
peace of human Society, and which the practice 
of Chriſtian Charity will free us from, are theſe 
three, Moroſeneſs, Envy, and Pride. 

1. Whether Moroſeneſs proceeds from a diſ- 
tempered body, or a peryerſe turn of Mind, or 
both, it is certainly one of the moſt perplexing 
indiſpoſitions we can labour under. Becauſe it 
ſets him, whom it poſſeſſes in any great degree, 
at variance with all things and perſons which pre- 
ſent themſelves before him, although he is neither 
able, nor has patience to endeayour to find out a 
reaſon for his being diſguſted, Hereby he is made 
ſubject to every oppoſition from his enemies, 
who will not fail to ſhoot out their arrows, even 

bitter 
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bitter words of hatred againſt him who is moſt 
ſenſibly wounded with the leaſt rebuke. And 
however this misſortune (if it may be ſo called) 
may be lamented and pitied by ſome few of un- 
common compaſſion, it muſt be owned the gene- 
rality of mankind will ſcoff at it for weakneſs, 
and thereby encreaſe that ſpleen and reſentment 
which they ſo lightly regard. And as the com- 
mon behaviour of the World will furniſh the un- 
hippy Perſon daily with new matter to complain 
of, ſo will his abſurd complaints he as frequent- 
1y diſregarded ; becauſe they rarely proceed ſo 
much from real faults in others, as from his own 
fretful and unkind repreſentation of things: ſo 
that when he cenſures innocent Mirth for diſ- 
ſoluteneſs, and ſprightly wit for prophaneneſs, 
the world will not be induced on this account 
to forego ſuch amuſements, but will reaſonably 
conclude, that he who is 10 ſe vere in his cenſures, 
labours under an unnatural reſervedneſs and me- 
lancholy. And thus does the moroſe man be— 
come troubleſome to himſelf, and as far as poſſi- 
ble, deſtructive of human ſocicty. 

But when the true ſpirit of Chriſtian Love 
diffuſes itſelf into him, it enlarges the capacities 
of the ſoul, and makes all reſerved Sullenneſs dif 
perſe. We perceive the folly of perplexing o- 
thers with our uneaſineſs, and endcayour to re- 
lieve it by partaking of their joy. Experience 
teaches us, that he who is utterly unſociable de- 


ſerves 
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ſerves to be ſcorned for being ſo, and has not any 
fruit of that frowardneſs of which in the end 
he becomes aſhamed. A generous, focial thought, 
makes glad the heart of man; it inſpires him 
with an open unconfined beneyolence, making 
him vigorouſly exert for the good of others, 
inſtead of brooding over his own infirmities, or 
the wickedneſs of the age in which he lives. 
And whoever has ſuch a due ſhare of Chriſtian 


Love as ſhall render him chearful under a diſtem- 


pered body, and ſuperior to any attacks from 


__ diſcontent in his mind, will find his ſatisfaction 


encreaſe with his endeavours to be at peace 
within himſelf, and with others, and his own 
Joys heightened with the good he performs 
And though health and ſtrength may not be his 
portion, yet a pleaſing light will ariſe out of 
darkneſs to the benevolent mind. If like St. 
Paul ye have been afflicted with a thorn in the 
fleſh, like him you will glory in infirmities, 
when it appears that God's grace is ſufficient for 
you. Thus will the lively ſpirit of a man, 
aided and aſſiſted by the divine ſpirit of love, 
ſuſtain his infirmity, and improve his nature, and 


he, who while dejected by moroſeneſs, was diſ- 


quieted in his breaſt, and hurtful to ſociety, will 
be reconciled to himſelf, and. will perceive how 
Joyful and pleaſant a thing it is for brethren to 
dwell together in unity. 
2. Another 
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2. Another corruption of our nature producing 
the ſame effects with that above deſcribed, and 
which Chriſtian Charity frees us from, is Envy. 
This unnatural Paſſion chaſtiſes with Scorpions 
the wretch who labours under it, tempts him 
perverſely to turn the bleſſings vouchſafed to 
others into a curſe to himſelf, by making him 
pine, becauſe ſome about him ſucceed well. And 
as by giving way to this ſordid diſpoſition, a a 
man fills himſelf with rancour and bitterneſs, ſo 
when he utters his vile reflections, or betrays the 
blackneſs of his mind by mean actions, he as juſt- 
ly raiſes the abhorrrence of all diſintereſted men: 
Becauſe. how free foeyer_ we may be with cha- 
racters or perſons when Paſſion hurries us on 
to ſay or do haſty things, yet moſt men ſeem to 
have ſo much generoſity left as to diſdain a cool 
deſigning abuſer, and therefore he who gives 
way to that paſſion which will prompt him to 
be ſo, alarms the world againſt him, as againſt an 
invader of the common privileges of Society. What 
an uncaſy ſituation then does Envy reduce a man 
to? If it ſhews itſelf by outward words or actions, 
it proclaims the man a common enemy ; if it be 
ſtifled, it preys upon his vitals. How valuable then 
muſt that loye be which will immediately diſmiſs 
this humourſome companion (a companion which 
aggravates all the failings of others, and caſts an 
ill- natured gloſs on all their good deeds; which 
ſets the world againſt a man, and a man againſt 

the 
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the world, and generally ends in a mutual ex- 
change of deſpiſing and being deſpiſed. For 
Chriſtian Charity, as it endears others to us, does 
in proportion abate of that ſelfiſhneſs which 
cauſes Envy. As then the envious man is to 
the community, what a wen is to the natural 
body (which draws into itſelf ſeveral juices that 
ſhoni4 be diffuſed through the whole,) ſo Chri- 
ſtian Charity may he conſidered as a Medicine 
applied to ſuch an unnatural excreſcence, which 
either roots it out, or makes it ſubſide, that it 
may not prevent the juices from having their 
regular circulation. And whenever ſelfiſhneſs 
ceaſes to be at the bottom of our actions, then 
will the advantages others meet with, prove no 
diſturbance, but a pleaſure to us: Becauſe they will 
no longer be conſidered as poſſeſſions, in which 
we have no ſhare, but rather as inſtruments put 
into our neighbour's hands, in order to advance 
the good of Society which we in common par- 
take of. All thoſe wanton efforts of ſpleen (by 
which the envious attempt to undervalue thoſe 
whoſe ſuperiour ſucceſs or merit they ſee and are 
tormented at) will now be defeated. And the 
great end of Society will be kept up by our 
endeavouring, not to thwart, but mutually to 
aſſiſt each other. Becauſe the charitable Chri- 
ſtian will be fo far from dwelling with comſum- 
ing Envy (which is ever grudging and never ſa- 
tisfied,) that he will chearfully contribute his 

B beſt 
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| beſt endeavours to anſwer the general deſigns 
of Divine Providence, in whatſoever ſtate of life 
God has bcen pleaſed to place him; well know- 
ing that the ſame God will in the end reward 
with Glory, Honour and Immortality, all ſuch as 
by patient continuance in well doing, ſeek for 
his kingdom. 
3. A third Corruption, which is uneaſy to our- 
ſelves, and deſtructive to the peace of ſociety, 
and which the practice of Chriſtian Love will 
cure, is Pride, He who will ever amuſe him- 
ſelf with the vain conceit of his own imaginary 
perſections, muſt be always reſtleſs, and ſcarce 
at leiſure to conyerſe with, or think of other men. 
Or, if the excellencies of others, do force them- 
ſelves upon him, they are only applicd, by the 
vain perſon, to make compariſons in favour of 
himſelf. Now ſuch a conduct not only raiſes the 
indignation of thoſe who are underyalued : But it 
is in itſelf the moſt tedious employment: Becauſe, 
whoeyer reflects with impartiality and due ſobri- 
ety on himſelf, cannot but be ſenſible of the bit- 
terneſs of his own heart; and whoeyer does juſ- 
tice to his fellow creatures may diſcover, in almoſt 
every man, ſomething worthy praiſe, which he 
falls ſhort in. If the proud man then will always 
exalt himſelf above meaſure, he muſt be under 
the greateſt difficulty to ſuppreſs the ſenſe of his 
own failings, and of the merits of other men, 
in order to conclude in fayour of himſelf. And 


while 
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while he is thus uneaſy, how does he provoke 
the paſſions of many, who muſt, in juſtice to them- 
ſelves, pay him diſregard if not diſgrace? If Ha- 
mam arrogantly claims obeiſance and reſpect from 
all, he may look with an eye of ſcorn and dread 
on Mordecai. But ſuch behaviour not extorting 
the reverence which was not due, a trifle will 
effectually mortify the haughty Agagite. For 
we find when he had recounted to his wife and 
friends his honour and riches, Sc. Ter, ſays he, 
all this availeth me nothing, ſo long as I ſee 
Mordecai the Jeu, at the King's Gate. From 
whence it is obvious to remark, how uneaſy to 
himſelf, and inſignificant in the eyes of others 
Pride makes a man, ſeeing it prompts him to be 
overbearing and injurious, and at the ſame time 

enables any perſon to requite him for his injury. 
But the practice of Chriſtian Love will free us 
from this evil alſo. For where that prevails, no 
room is left for invidious compariſon upon which 
all Pride is founded. There is neither high nor 
low, rich nor poor, in the thoughts of him who is 
truly beneyolent. He is not at leiſure to amuſe 
himſelf with his own comparative excellencies, 
being buſied in applying them to | the good of 
mankind, His ſenſe of the imperfection of men's 
beſt actions, increaſes, as his own good deeds do, 

daily : and adds to his real worth, by lowering his 
pretenſions to merit. A ſincere inclination to do 
good enables him to ſurmount many difficulties 
B 2 which 
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which lay in his way; but a conſciouſneſs that 
many more are unſurmountable, checks him from 
taking too great a complacency in the progreſs 
he has made. An endeavour to live peaceably 
with all men, and a diſcovery that it is impoſſi- 
ble to do fo with ſome, (whom inveterate preju- 
dices, and unchriſtian rancour, haye determined 
that it is good for them to be angry,) conſpire to 7 
keep him meek and lowly, from a ſenſe of his own 2 
and of his neighbour's infirmity : the one being J 
difplayed by its inability to ſubdue the other's 7 
ſullenneſs of temper. Thus does the virtue I a 
would recommend bring down every high 
thought, and render you deſirous of promoting 
the peace of human Society. For they who fol- 
low the Apoſtle's ad vice, of being kindly affecti- 
oned to the brethren, will in conſequence thereof 
in Honour prefer one another, and not each be 
too cager in aſſuming to himſelf. | 
If theſe reflections are well grounded: If Mo- 
 roſeneſs, Envy, and Pride on the one hand, and 
Ghriſtian Charity on the other, be of the Nature 
above-deſcribed, it will follow, that the Apoſtles 
motive to the practice of Charity, vis. For Love 
is of God, is a good one: Becauſs we may here- 
by be renewed into ſuch an heavenly ſtate of mind, 
as will be freed from various vices and infirmities 
which are troublefome to ourſelves, and deſtruc- 
eee e eee F 
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From hence then I pfoceed to a ſecond Mo- 
tive for the practice of the duty recommended in 
the Text, vi. Becauſe hereby you may afford 
to yourſelyes and others a ſignificant Proof of 
your being ſincere Chriſtians. = Beloved, let us 


= love one another, for love is of God; AND WHo=- 

9 SOEVER LOVETH IS BORN OF Gop. 

4 It has been often ſaid that all virtues have a 
3 neceſſary connection with each other; but to at- 
5 tempt to prove this by a refined cha in of reaſon- 

br | ing is not my preſent purpoſe : Howeyer, thus 
: much I think may be eaſily maintained — That 


the foundations of all virtue, the Love of God, 
and of our neighbour, do mutually depend upon 
each other. As on theſe hang all the Law and 
the Prophets, ſo unleſs they be found together, 
a pretence to either of them is mere Hypocriſy. 
oF Becauſe as a cordial affection for our fellow=crea- 
TH tures will naturally raiſe in us the profoundeſt awe 
9 of, and regard to, our Great and Common Parent; 
; ſo if we duly reyerence- our Divine Creator and 
Law-giver, and in conſequence thereof endeavout 
% to promote his. Glory, as we are Men, our hearts 
cannot but overflow in Good-Will towards one 
Z another: And the expreſſion of ſuch Good-Will is 
F one proof of your being ſincere in the Profeſſion 
2 of the true; that is, the Chriſtian Religion. 
Bur farther, a bare faith in CHRIST, and re- 
liance. on his merits - (however it be a "neceſſary 
part of our duty) will not alone avail to our Sal- - 
vation. If it be barren and unfruitful, if while 
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we entertain Faith, we imitate the young man 


ſpoken of in the Goſpel, and are ſorrowful, when 


called upon to do good Offices, howeyer we may 
not be far from the Kingdom of God, we are not 
qualified to enter into it. Our Underſtandings 
and Wills are equally ſubje& to Gop : the one 
is as much obliged to obey what he commands, as 
the other is to embrace as true what he declares to 
be ſo. As then, he who habitually practiſes ſo- 


cial virtue, and yet oppoſes his Underſtanding 


to what God has been pleaſed to reveal, muſt 
not be conſidered as better than a mere Moral 
Man: ſo he, who is very ſteadfaſt in the Belief 
of that doctrine, to which Gop has given teſ- 
timony, and yet fails in the important duty of 
Charity to his fellow mortals, owns his Great 


Creator and Redeemer in words, but denies him 


in reality. For what is the Teſt our Lord re- 
quires? By this ( ſays he) ſhall all men know 
that you are my diſciples; if ye have love one to 
another. And therefore our excellent Church 
has wiſely preſcribed in her daily Office, that we 
ſhould eſpecially pray to God © that all who 
« profeſs and call themſelves Chriſtians may ¶ not 
only] be led into the way of truth, | but alſo] 
hold the faith in unity of ſpirit, in the bond of 
peace, and in righteouſneſs of life.” For, how- 
ever zeal may inflame, or an arrogant opinion of 
perfection delude any; yet the heart of that man 
cannot be right in the fight of God, who in- 
dulges a ſettled ill will to any Mortal. For (as 

1 | | It 
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it is rightly argued by the Apoſtle) he who loveth 


not his brother whom he hath ſeen, how can he 


love God whom he hath not ſeen ? 

But farther, as we naturally endeayour to ac- 
quire the good qualities of thoſe whom we ſin- 
cerely approve of, and admire; therefore he 
who duely eſteems our BLESSED SAVIOUR will 
endeavour to tranſcribe into his own character 
his Mafter's moſt amiable perfections, that it may 
appear to himſelf and others, that he is a true 
diſciple of Chriſt. But we find it was his con- 
ſtant employment to Go about doing good. He 
ſought opportunity of conveying his mercy to 
thoſe who could neither judge of the yalue of the 
benefit, nor of the dignity of their benefactor. 
Tho' he was perſecuted and tormented yet he 
opened not his mouth, except in Prayer for thoſe 
who thus abuſed him. And notwithſtanding the 
conſtant purity of his life, and the continued 
ſanctity of his manners, yet did he on a proper 
occaſion, partake of and contribute to the joys of 
a feaſt, And the true Chriſtian will be as deſi- 
rous of imitating the Social as the Private virtues 
of his Maſter. They therefore who boaſt of mor- 
tification as a ſtrong proof of their being the E- 
le&, and of raſh cenſure of others, as a token 
of their diſcernment, plainly ſhew that they know 
not what manner of Spirit they are of. They con- 


ſider not that they invert the order of our Lord's 


conduct. For when he faſted, it was in a Wil- 


derneſs, — when he continued in Prayer for a 
long 
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long ſeaſon it was in the Night; — when he 
underwent his bitter Agony it was in a Garden 
of retirement. But his Charity and Beneyolence 
were publickly ſhewn, He healed as well as 
taught openly in the ſtreets, and fed whole mul- 
titudes, Thus did the Bleſſed Jeſus confine to 
himſelf the ſevere part of his behaviour, but his 
generous and charitable deeds were publick ; and 
ſo the unbyaſſed Spectators, convinced of the 
Divinity of his Perſon and Miſhon by ſuch 
mighty works, were moſt effectually induced to 
glorify our Father which is in Heaven. 

And the truly virtuous man will thus in the 
Spirit of meekneſs endeayour to do good and 
to correct evil. He will be ſo far from expreſſing 
intemperate zeal againſt offenders, that the ſenſe 
of the difficulty he has ſubmitted to in ſubduing 
his own Paſſions, makes him pity thoſe who are 
led captive by divers luſts. For he conſiders with 

- compaſſion thoſe who are tempted, as fearing leaſt 
he himſelf ſhould be tempted: with evil, and yet 
flies from fin with ſuch abhorrence, as if he made 
no allowances to others. And this ſurely is one 
ſingular proof of a true chriſtian temper, when 

a man is ſcrupulouſly exact in his own conduct, 
and at the ſame time candid even to thoſe who 
can connive at no one's Vices, but their own. 

Upon the whole then, As the Love of our 
neighbour has a neceſſary connection with the 
Love of God As the Faith in Chriſt, which 
wall be accepted in his Sight, muſt ſhew itſelf 
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to be genuine by works of Charity. — And as 
one ſtrong proof of our loving Chriſt, as diſciples 
ſhould love their Maſter, ariſes from our endea- 
vouring to imitate his divine beneyolence: From 
theſe. three reaſons it will follow, that he who 
loveth produceth a good argument of his being a 
fincere Chriſtian, that he is in a religious ſenſe 
born of God. 

In a word, a promiſcuous diſtribution of good 
offices to all men, and a modeſt correction of 
ſuch as haye fallen away, are proper fruits of that 
faith which is pure and undefiled: For the re- 
Joicing of a true Chriſtian is this, that with ſim- 
plicity and godly ſincerity, not with fleſhly wiſe 
dom, but by the grace of God, he has had his 
converſation in the world. And let not ſuch be 
diſmay'd though his conduct be cenſured, or 
even ridiculed as childiſhneſs, by thoſe who are 
overwiſe in their generation. For his fame ſhall 
be inſcribed in moſt durable charaQters, even in 
the fleſhly tables of the heart of the fatherleſs, 
the returning penitent and the widow, whom 
his charity muſt have often made to ſing for 
0 
: yt the great day of accounts, when ſuch a 
perſon ſhall appear, ftrip'd of all. his infirmities, 
but retaining the good effects of that Charity 
which never faileth; then ſhall his good deeds 
be had in remembrance ; they to whoſe mind or 


body he has afforded relief ſhall give teſtimony 
C unto 
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unto him, and to compleat the great Elogium, 
the Lord out of the mouths of babes and ſi cl 
lings ſball then perfect his praiſe. 

And now I ſuppoſe the application of what 
has been ſaid to the preſent occaſion, will be 
very obvious, eſpecially after the Report is 
read. 


Here the REPORT was read. 


For, if Charity has ſo far had its perfect work 
as to ſubdue the unruly and unſocial diſorders 
of the ſoul (ſuch particularly as Moroſeneſs, 
Pride, Sc.) ſurely you will view with the ut- 
moſt compaſſion, thoſe objects of miſery who la- 
bour under diſeaſes of body or mind, who all are 
the blemiſhes, and ſome of them the reproaches 
of our nature. Indeed, whenever we enter thoſe 
fcenes of ſorrow, and perceive the anguiſh and 
affliction of the patients, and the tenderneſs with 
which they are relieved ; as we cannot but pray 
for a bleſſing on the work of their hands, who 
thus imitate their bleſſed Maſter in going about 
doing good, ſo is every tender breaſt naturally 
excited to go and do likewiſe. And though few 
have the skill to do ſo by the ſame art, yet may 
each perſon contribute his mite, towards render- 
ing effectual this labour of love. Though we 
may not, like the good Samaritan, pour in wine 
and oil on the patient's wounds; yet if we imi- 


tate 
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tate him in endeavouring to gratify thoſe who 


have the immediate care of them, we may greatly 
contribute to their relief, and give a ſenſible 
proof that our humanity is not deficient, though 
our skill is. 

But, farther, if he who loveth is born of God, 
how can ye better prove your being ſo born, 
than by your retrieving Children from the pow- 
er of Satan unto God? To encourage the 
Schools then ſet apart for the training up youth 
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, 
is a good proof of Chriftian Love, as it tends 
to deliver from Vice and Infidelity, many for 
whom Chriſt ſhed his precious blood ; by vin- 
dicating their underſtandings from brutal igno- 
rance, and their morals from corrupt example. 
And as the value of benefits is to be determin- 
ed, not only by the intrinfick goodneſs of the 
things themſelves, but alſo by the manner in 
which they are conveyed; as you hereby af- 
ford the children the greateſt of good things, even 


the means of Grace, and hopes of Glory: So as 


the benefit is beſtowed on thoſe, who by rea- 
ſon of their tender age cannot yet judge how 
great your kindneſs is ; this may render it more 
acceptable in the ſight of God; becauſe it proves 
you to be poſſeſſed of that Divine Grace, which 


not only never faileth, but alſo, ſeeketh not her 
6WN. 


C432 But 
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But farther yet, if he who loveth is born of 
God, and thereby become a true diſciple of our 
Saviour; he will (as I obſerved before) conſe- 
quently endeavour to imitate that Maſter whom 
he profeſſes to adore. As to do good then to the 
unthankful or to the froward, is to act like that 
God, who maketh his ſun to riſe on the unjuſt, 
as well as on the juſt, and like that bleſſed 
Saviour who converſed with Publicans and Sin- 
ners: Therefore to contribute to the ſupport of 
thoſe Hoſpitals, in which the looſe and diſor- 
derly have their paſſions reſtrained, if not ſub- 

dued, by wholeſome diſcipline, and ſlender diet, N 
is to act a moſt generous and Chriſtian Part, 4 
ſecing we hereby ſacrifice our reſentment to 3 
our religion. And however it be both im- 
poſſible and ſinful in a Chriſtian, nay, even 
in a mere moral man, to cheriſh and compaſ- 
ſionate Vice as ſuch, and not to deteſt and be 
at conſtant variance with the enemies of our 
brethren's and our own preſent and future hap- 
pineſs; yet to view with an eye of pity and 
compaſſion, our fellow Chriſtian who is loaded 
with treſpaſſes and ſins, to endeayour by af- 
flicting his body, to ſubdue the unrulineſs of 
his mind, is not only conſiſtent with, but is 
itſelf an eminent inſtance of Chriſtian Charity. 
It ſhews we can obſerve the noble precept of 
the Apoſtle, Honour all Men, by paying a due 

regard 
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regard to the dignity of human nature, even 


in its ruins. | 

But not to confine our ſelves to the good cl. 
fects the perſons relieved enjoy. Our country, 
conſidered as a community, receives great benefit 
from each of theſe Hoſpitals: And therefore 
Charity to our ſelves, as members of Society, 
ſhould prompt us to the encouragement of 
them. 

Were the Children who are here inſtructed 
in good morals, and undefiled religion, to be 
left to the untutor'd guidance of parents or near 
relations, as they would interrupt others from 
applying to labour, know little of their duty, 
and ſee little of the practice of it; they would 
be in danger of falling, with their over-burthen= 
ed friends, into the mean arts of lying and pil- 
fering, and by degrees, into the moſt flagitious 
crimes, Whereas by their being carly taken 
from becoming burthenſome at home, their 
neareſt friends have more time to apply to honeſt 
induſtry, the children are trained up in a ſenſe 
of their duty towards God, and towards man, 
and hereby our perſons and properties are in 
many inſtances preſerved : Our God is ſerved 
with rational deyotion, and thereby rendered 
more fayourably to us; and conſequently our 
country receives great adyantages hereby, both 
from natural means, and from having derived on 
it the bleſſings of Heaven, 


And 
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And equal benefits ariſe from the due correc- 
tion of wickedneſs, here applied, were either eapi- 
tal puniſhments, or very ſevere ones to be inflict- 
ed for each offence, probably deſpair would ſoon 
hurry the beginner to the greateſt villany, and if 
no puniſnment were inflicted for leſſer crimes, 
preſumption might intice to exceſs: But by the 
application of wholeſome diſcipline the preſent 
ill effects are reſtrained, the odiouſneſs of vice 1s 


expoſed, without the deſtruction of the offen- 
der, and thereby many are happily reſtored 


to themſelves, to their friends, and to their 
country. 

But laſtly, the valuable advantages derived 
on Society, from the cures performed amongſt 
you, deſerve our greateſt regard. Hereby not 
only miſery and deſtruction are prevented from 
falling on the Patients, but (which is of more 
extenſive influence) the experience of the wor- 
thy perſons who attend is daily improved, 
ſo that the Charity here applied by the richeſt, 
may be returned with the greateſt intereſt: For 
by contributing to the fafety of others, they 
may purchaſe their own. And however ſlightly 
the excellent practitioners themſelves may repre- 
ſent their own good deeds, the impartial world 
w1ll ſtill conclude, that the exquiſite skill diſco- 
vered in theſe ſurpriſing cures is ſcarce to be 
exceeded by any thing more, than by the mo- 
deſty of thoſe who haye performed them. 


From 
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From the pious and good example of your | 
Great and Royal Founders, and of you the Go- A 
vernours of theſe City Hoſpitals, a laudable emu- 
lation has been raiſed in different parts of this 
Metropolis, and diſtant parts of the Kingdom, to 

promote the ſame deſigns. And may the mani- 
fold bleſſings of heaven deſcend on thoſe truly 
noble and even Royal Perſons who have encou- 
raged it. And I am perſuaded that you, and 
every true lover of human nature, muſt view 
with the utmoſt tenderneſs theſe ſiſter nurſeries 
4 of the ſons and daughters of afflition ; that you 
z will aſſiſt them, and pray for their proſperity 
Y and encreaſe in common with your own ; that 
ſo, by the bleſſing of Almighty God, the ſpirit 
of Chriſtian Charity, and Engliſh good nature 
may flow-with ſuch munificence, as in due time 
to refreſh with its pleaſant ftreamg, each City of 
our God. So ſhall ye reflect with gratitude on 
the firſt generous, though (comparatively ſpeak- 
ing) ſmall attempts fd the eſtabliſhing theſe 
uſeful Hoſpitals. Ye ſhall with modeſty tri- 
umph at the great encreaſe of them in theſe 
our days; and promiſe to yourſelyes that there 
will be a far greater improvement of them in 
future time. For what Wiſdom is repreſented 
as ſaying to her favourite ſoil, may, I hope be 
applied by our native country to theſe excellent 
ſeats of D1isciPLINe, HEALTH AND INSTRUC- 
TION. LT ſaid I will water my beſt Garden, 
and . 
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| and 1 will water abnndantly my Car der- bel, 5 
22 Weener to um brook became 4 


rien and m river * 
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